
 
ORDINANCE NO. O-2009-024__________ 

 
 

MUNICIPAL FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTED PURSUANT TO PRIVATE ACT CHARTER (PRIVATE 
ACTS 1901, CHAPTER 291, AS AMENDED) 

 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING THE CITY OF SEVIERVILLE, TENNESSEE 
MUNICIPAL CODE, SECTION 14-401, REGULATING DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 
THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF SEVIERVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO MINIMIZE 
DANGER TO LIFE AND PROPERTY DUE TO FLOODING, AND TO MAINTAIN 
ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE 
PROGRAM.   
 
 
ARTICLE I. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE AND 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 
Section A. Statutory Authorization 
 
The Legislature of the State of Tennessee has in Private Acts 1901, Chapter 291, delegated 
the responsibility to units of local government to adopt regulations designed to promote the 
public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry.  Therefore, the City of Sevierville, 
Tennessee, Mayor and Board of Aldermen do ordain as follows: 
 
 
Section B. Findings of Fact 
 

1. The City of Sevierville, Tennessee Mayor and Board of Aldermen wishes to 
maintain eligibility in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and in order 
to do so must meet the NFIP regulations found in Title 44 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), Ch. 1, Section 60.3. 

 
2. Areas of the City of Sevierville, Tennessee are subject to periodic inundation 

which could result in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, 
disruption of commerce and governmental services, extraordinary public 
expenditures for flood protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of 
which adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare. 

 
3. Flood losses are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains, 

causing increases in flood heights and velocities; by uses in flood hazard areas 
which are vulnerable to floods; or construction which is inadequately elevated, 
floodproofed, or otherwise unprotected from flood damages. 

 
 
Section C. Statement of Purpose 
 
It is the purpose of this Ordinance to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to 
minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas.  This Ordinance is 
designed to: 

4



 2

 
1. Restrict or prohibit uses which are vulnerable to flooding or erosion hazards, or 

which result in damaging increases in erosion, flood heights, or velocities; 
 
2. Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including community facilities, be 

protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction; 
 
3. Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural 

protective barriers which are involved in the accommodation of floodwaters; 
 
4. Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase 

flood damage or erosion;  
 
5. Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert 

flood waters or which may increase flood hazards to other lands. 
 
 

Section D. Objectives 
 
The objectives of this Ordinance are: 
 

1. To protect human life, health, safety and property; 
 
2. To minimize expenditure of public funds for costly flood control projects; 
 
3. To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and 

generally undertaken at the expense of the general public; 
 
4. To minimize prolonged business interruptions; 
 
5. To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, 

electric, telephone and sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodprone areas; 
 
6. To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and 

development of floodprone areas to minimize blight in flood areas; 
 
7. To ensure that potential homebuyers are notified that property is in a floodprone 

area; 
 
8. To maintain eligibility for participation in the NFIP. 

 
 
ARTICLE II. DEFINITIONS 
 
Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this Ordinance shall be interpreted as 
to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this Ordinance its most 
reasonable application given its stated purpose and objectives. 
 
"Accessory Structure" means a subordinate structure to the principal structure on the same lot 
and, for the purpose of this Ordinance, shall conform to the following: 
 

1. Accessory structures shall only be used for parking of vehicles and storage. 
 
2. Accessory structures shall be designed to have low flood damage potential. 
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3. Accessory structures shall be constructed and placed on the building site so as to 

offer the minimum resistance to the flow of floodwaters. 
 
4. Accessory structures shall be firmly anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, and 

lateral movement, which otherwise may result in damage to other structures. 
 
5. Utilities and service facilities such as electrical and heating equipment shall be 

elevated or otherwise protected from intrusion of floodwaters. 
 
"Addition (to an existing building)" means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter 
or height of a building. 
 
"Appeal" means a request for a review of the local enforcement officer’s interpretation of any 
provision of this Ordinance or a request for a variance. 
 
"Area of Shallow Flooding" means a designated AO or AH Zone on a community's Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with one percent or greater annual chance of flooding to an average 
depth of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of 
flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate; and where velocity flow may be evident.  Such 
flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 
 
"Area of Special Flood-related Erosion Hazard" is the land within a community which is 
most likely to be subject to severe flood-related erosion losses.  The area may be designated as 
Zone E on the Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM). After the detailed evaluation of the special 
flood-related erosion hazard area in preparation for publication of the FIRM, Zone E may be 
further refined. 
 
"Area of Special Flood Hazard"  see  “Special Flood Hazard Area”.  
 
"Base Flood" means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 
given year. This term is also referred to as the 100-year flood or the one (1)-percent annual 
chance flood. 
 
"Basement" means any portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on 
all sides. 
 
"Building"  see  “Structure”.  
 
"Development" means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, 
but not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavating, drilling operations, or storage of equipment or materials. 
 
"Elevated Building" means a non-basement building built to have the lowest floor of the lowest 
enclosed area elevated above the ground level by means of solid foundation perimeter walls with 
openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of floodwater, pilings, columns, piers, 
or shear walls adequately anchored so as not to impair the structural integrity of the building 
during a base flood event.  
 
"Emergency Flood Insurance Program" or "Emergency Program" means the program as 
implemented on an emergency basis in accordance with Section 1336 of the Act.  It is intended 
as a program to provide a first layer amount of insurance on all insurable structures before the 
effective date of the initial FIRM. 
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"Erosion"   means the process of the gradual wearing away of land masses.  This peril is not 
“per se” covered under the Program. 
 
"Exception” means a waiver from the provisions of this Ordinance which relieves the applicant 
from the requirements of a rule, regulation, order or other determination made or issued pursuant 
to this Ordinance. 
 
"Existing Construction" means any structure for which the "start of construction" commenced 
before the effective date of the initial floodplain management code or ordinance adopted by the 
community as a basis for that community’s participation in the NFIP. 
 
"Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision" means a manufactured home park or 
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 
construction of streets, final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the 
effective date of the first floodplain management code or ordinance adopted by the community as 
a basis for that community’s participation in the NFIP. 
 
"Existing Structures" see "Existing Construction". 
 
"Expansion to an Existing Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision" means the preparation 
of additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of 
streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 
 
"Flood" or "Flooding" means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete 
inundation of normally dry land areas from: 
 

1. The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 
 
2. The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 

 
"Flood Elevation Determination" means a determination by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) of the water surface elevations of the base flood, that is, the flood 
level that has a one percent or greater chance of occurrence in any given year. 
 
"Flood Elevation Study” means an examination, evaluation and determination of flood hazards 
and, if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination, evaluation and 
determination of mudslide (i.e., mudflow) or flood-related erosion hazards. 
 
"Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM)" means an official map of a community, issued by 
FEMA, where the boundaries of areas of special flood hazard have been designated as Zone A. 
 
"Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)" means an official map of a community, issued by 
FEMA, delineating the areas of special flood hazard or the risk premium zones applicable to the 
community. 
 
"Flood Insurance Study" is the official report provided by FEMA, evaluating flood hazards 
and containing flood profiles and water surface elevation of the base flood. 
 
"Floodplain" or "Floodprone Area" means any land area susceptible to being inundated by 
water from any source (see definition of "flooding"). 
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